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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 11, 12, 21-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hadley (US Patent 6,619,521 . 

Hadley teaches an umbrella support apparatus which is structurally similar to the 
Applicant's claimed umbrella for an animal. The Applicant's claimed "saddle" absence 
any modifying language can broadly read on the waistband 30. In Merriam Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary Tenth Edition "saddle" includes a device mounted as a support 
and often shaped to fit the object held. Straps 35 are connected to the saddle for 
attaching the saddle to the animal. A collapsible canopy 80 includes a shaft 86 with first 
and second ends. See Figures 1 and 3. The first end is connected to the collapsible 
canopy. A pivot pin is connected to the saddle for attaching the second end of the shaft 
86 to the saddle 30 and defining an axis of rotation about which the shaft 86 rotates 
between a substantially vertical and a substantially horizontal position relative to the 
saddle while the shaft 86 is attached to the saddle. A position lock 66 or 56 releasably 
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secures the shaft 86 in the vertical position when the shaft 86 is attached to the saddle 
30. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, the elevation and attitude of the user defines 
whether the canopy position is called horizontal or vertical. Despite this, the canopy is 
able to maintain a variety of positions from vertical to horizontal. Straps 24a and 24b 
are considered to be folded canopy holders attached to an end of the saddle 30 distal to 
the animal's head. 

In regards to claim 21 , the pivot pin of Hadley traverses the second end of the 
shaft to secure the shaft pivotally to the saddle. 

As for claim 22, as seen in Figure 3, a plate is secured to the saddle and first 
and second mutually substantially parallel planar members secured substantially 
perpendicular to the plate. The pivot pin traverses the first planar member, a first hole 
in the second end of the shaft and the second planar member. 

Regarding claims 23, 24 and 28, the pivot pin releasably engages the saddle. 
Although made out of metal, pivot pin of Hadley includes a component of elasticity, and 
as such, is believed to be resilient. 

However, the reference to Hadley does not teach a ring positioned on the saddle, nor a 
telescopic adjustable shaft. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Hadley (US Patent 6,61 9,521 ) in view of Colorado (US Patent 6,732,834). 

Colorado teaches a ring attached to a waistband. Regarding claim 14, it would have 

been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 

to modify the apparatus of Hadley with a ring, in view of the teaches of Colorado, in 

order to attach a tether. As for claim 27, the use of a telescopically adjustable shaft for 

an umbrella is well known and thus deemed to be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

art at the time the invention was made because it allows the umbrella to increase in 

height. 

Conclusion 

Summary: Claims 1, 11, 12, 14 and 21-28 are rejected. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6892. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30a.m. to 3:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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